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Bridges workers
build on a dream

by MARNIE ONEILL

YOUTH outreach worker
Tirranda Suhood has a
novel thought: *°lmagme
growing up in a com-
munity where young
people and adults under-
stand each other'".

It meed not be such a
far-fesched idea, accord-
ing 1o Ms Subood and her
collcagucs at Blacktown's
Bndges Project

Bridges held its first
public workshop last
week, mviling young
people, parents, drug and
alcohol counsellors and
police %o share their per-
ceptions of substance
abuse and idecas .

"'Bridges behieves drug
Issues ane complex and
that there are no simple
solutions,’” she said.
“*Strengthening  relation-
ships between young
poople, parents, the com-
mumty and agencies is a
major part of the
solution.""

Bndges project worker
and youth counsellor of 25
years, Peter Slattery said
he bebeved advertising
played a large role in

l.

social acoeptance of drug
and alcobol abuse.

Billboards  depicting
sweating athletes
usually footballers or
boxers — swilling bottles
of beer were seen by
children at railway
stations across  Sydney
every day, he sad

Mr Slattery saad he saw
one billboard featuring a

Youth counsallor Peter Slattery addresses the workshop

chose-up of a sncaker be-
ing impected with a svnnge
with a slogan about °‘per-
formance ecnhancing

“Alcohol commercials
make a huge difference.
We live in a world which
l.'!-'l:'.‘ﬂ'l.lfllll substance
abuss "’

Other advertiing cam-
paigns portrayed youths

as aggressive, tunting the
public's perception of
them.

“1 believe go-o-dm?ﬂ voung
are Iawplc.
aking drugs docsn't
make soméone a bad per-
son,”" he sad. "l heard
somecbody say once we
don't have drug problems,
we have people problems
— it’s & response o the
world we live m.™
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