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BRIDGES

Building bridges over dru;

hedrugsis-
sue in the
Blacktown

Local Government
Area does not appear
to be improving, al-
though many attempts
have been made by the
police, and various or-
gantsations.
BRIDGES is a

new initiative with a

fresh approach to
tackling these ongo-
ing problems. It is a
community  and
agency project whose
goal is to strengthen
the community s abil-
ity to address issues
relating to drugs.

The project is be-
ing coordinated by
Blacktown Alcohol
and other Drugs Fam-
ily Services
(BADFS), in collabo-
ration with Westemn
Sydney Area of
Health.

Ellie Ellis of the
Western Sydney Area
Health Drug and Al-
cohol Service said a
team effort was re-
quired 1o combat the
problem.

“Lots of people
are working on solv-
ing drug issues, but
working together will
sirengthen the com-
munity and give us
more power in solv-
ing the problem.”

The basis behind
this project is that in
order to attempt to
solve the problem re-
lationships needed to
be strengthened be-
tween young people.
parents and the com-
munity. Thisis to help
address the drug prob-
lem and reduce the
community conflict
that can occur as a re-
sult.

The first step in

Members from various agencies participating in a group task where they discuss how they or their
agencies can be involved in BRIDGES.

building this project was
taken last Wednesday. All
the agéncies, youth and
communily represenia-
tives came together o plan
a number of community
gatherings and discuss the
next steps to be taken.

The Blacktown com-
munity showed great sup-
port for the project, with
an attendance of approxi-
mately 80 representatives
from various communities
and agencies.

Tirrania Suhood, rep-
resentative = of the
Blacktown Alcohol and
other Drug Family Serv-
ices said, “There was over-
whelming support and in-
terest from all sectors of
the community, discuss-
ing their different views
and approaches.”

BRIDGES will con-
duct a series of gatherings
to bring everyone to-
gether, with the aim of

strengthening the ability
of the community to ad-

dress drugissues. Atthese
meetings the various
groups will plan theirown
ways of dealing with drug
ISSUCS,

Anyone can become
involved in helping the
BRIDGES project. This
can be simply by attend-
ing the meetings, sharing

information, promotion,
or providing funding or a
venue.

By getting involved
people get the satisfac-
tion of helping their com-
munity, and a certificate
of appreciation for par-
ticipation.

For more information
call Tirrania on 9622
7511.
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